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BUILDERS '  PRIORITIES  FOR THE 

UK bu i lders  were  s ign i f icant ly  impacted by  the  coronav i rus  lockdown:

Workload,  enquir ies ,  and employment  a l l  dropped to  h is tor ic  lows

93% sa id  that  the  coronavi rus  was  constra in ing  the i r  output

71% reported  a  lower  level  of  enquir ies

Loca l  bu i lders  now s tand ready  to  support  growth ,  t ra in  apprent ices ,  bu i ld

more  homes and decarbonise  our  bu i ld ings .  They  must  be  p laced at  the  hear t

of  p lans  to  bu i ld  back  bet ter  and support  economic  recovery .

S u p p o r t i n g  j o b s  a n d
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s

D e l i v e r i n g  n e w  h o m e s

SMEs bu i ld  h igh-qua l i ty ,  sa fe ,

beaut i fu l  and susta inab le  homes ,  

and in  each communi ty  across  the

country .  However ,  the  proport ion of

new homes bu i l t  by  SMEs  has  been 

in  dec l ine  s ince  the  1980s .  SMEs 

face  d isproport ionate  bar r ie rs  when

engag ing wi th  the  p lann ing sys tem.

Greater  investment  in  local

author i ty  departments  would  help

speed up decis ions .  Homes  England

should  a lso  forge  s t ronger  l inks  with

micro  and smal l  house  bui lders .

Bui ld ing  f i rms have  been

contending wi th  a  sk i l l s  shor tage

for  many years .  Meanwhi le

unemployment  among young

people  i s  increas ing .  Forg ing

st ronger  l inks  between col leges  

and employers  wi l l  he lp  un lock

addi t iona l  apprent icesh ips  in

const ruct ion .  

Ringfenced funding for  each

col lege  to  have  an  Industry  L ia ison

Off icer  would  help  jo in  the  dots .

71% of  construct ion  
apprent ices  
are  t ra ined by  SMEs  

48% of  SME house
bui lders  say  the
planning system is
constra in ing  the i r
output
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D e c a r b o n i s i n g  o u r  h o m e s

Homes consume
30% of  UK energy
and produce 20%
of  greenhouse  gas
emiss ions

The coronav i rus  has  cha l lenged our

town centres  and reta i l  sector .

Loca l  author i ty  investment  in

regenerat ion pro jects ,  w i th  the

object ive  of  creat ing  more  hous ing ,

wi l l  he lp  boost  loca l  economic

act iv i ty  and increase  foot fa l l  on  the

h igh s t reet .  

The Government  should  make low-

cost  loans  and f i sca l  incent ives

ava i lable  to  help  local  author i t ies

unlock  these  opportuni t ies .

D e l i v e r i n g  h i g h  s t r e e t
r e g e n e r a t i o n

I t  i s  est imated that
300,000 people  could
be housed in  homes
above  shops

The Government  and Par l iament

should  work  with  the  construct ion

industry  and commit  to  a  long-

term strategy  for  decarbonis ing

our  homes.  

This  s t ra tegy  must  be  underp inned

by f i sca l  measures ,  inc lud ing a

temporary  VAT cut  on a l l  home

improvement  works  to  5%.  The

Government  should  a l so  br ing

forward  the  fu l l  £9 .2  b i l l ion

commit ted  in  the i r  mani fes to .  

The Green Home Grant  scheme i s

not  enough in  i t s  cur rent  form.

Driv ing  up minimum standards  and

improving supply  chain  payment

terms wi l l  he lp  the  industry  to

bui ld  back  better .  

The FMB i s  ca l l ing  for  a  mandatory

l icens ing  scheme that  wi l l  remove

incompetent  bu i lders  and increase

consumer  protect ion .  The

Government  should  a l so  work  wi th

indust ry  to  end the  abuse  of

retent ions  and la te  payment  cu l ture .

In  do ing so ,  SMEs  wi l l  have  more

resource  to  invest  in  research ,

deve lopment  and t ra in ing .

I n c r e a s i n g  b u i l d i n g  s a f e t y
a n d  t a c k l i n g  l a t e  p a y m e n t

77% of  bui ld ing  f i rms
support  the  pr inc ip le
of  mandatory
l icens ing

E n s u r i n g  a  s m o o t h  e n d  t o
t h e  B r e x i t  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d

The construct ion  industry  must  not

face  any  product  shortages  or

d isproport ionate  costs  f rom

January  2021 .  

This  would  l imi t  operat ions ,  cause

cashf low i ssues ,  and hamper

recovery .  I t  i s  a l so  important  that

SME bu i lders  a re  supported to

engage wi th  the  new immigrat ion

system,  as  9% of  the  const ruct ion

workforce  i s  f rom the  European

Union.

82% of  bui lders
forecast  mater ia l
pr ices  to  increase

Local  bui lders  are  res i l ient  and adaptable ,  but  they  need greater  support  to
help  them reach the i r  potent ia l ,  and del iver  on  these  important  soc ia l  i ssues .  
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